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REMARKS 

Applicants have received and reviewed an Office Action dated Januan' 1 8^ 2006 for the 
above-referenced application. 

Claims 8 and 16 have been amended to recite "flap system**, as supported at least by the 
PCT published Abstract. It is respectfully pointed out that the present applicarion is a National 
Stage of PCT/CHOO/00076, filed February 10> 2000, Additionally, the published Abstract for 
PCT/CHOO/00076 was submitted to the Patent Office on July 25, 2001, with t)ie filing of this 
National Stage application. Applicants hereby enclose another copy of the PCT/CHOO/00076 
published Abstract for the Examiners reference. No new matter has been addt:d. Claims 8-13 
and 16-21 are pending. 

The abstract has been amended editorially. No new matter has been added. 

Applicants also appreciate the withdrawal of the previous art rejections. 

For the reasons given below. Applicants submit that the pending claims are in condition 
for allowance and notification to that effect is earnestly solicited. 

Claim Rejection under 35 U-S.C. 6112. first paragraph : 

The Examiner rejected claims 8-13 and 16-21 under 35 U.S.C § 1 12, iirst paragraph. 
Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection. 

The Office Action states the original disclosure does not support the recitation of the 
"flap" valve system cormecting the drying and cooling unit to the second batch mixer. The 
Office Action further states, the sentence bridging pages 3 and 4 of the origimJ specification 
recites the dryer/cooler (8) is connected by another valve system (1 1) to the batch mixer (12), 
and therefore, the specification does not disclose that this valve system is a "flap" valve syst^. 
Applicants respectfully disagree with the above assertions for at least the following reasons. 

Applicants respectfully point to the Examiners attention to the published Abstract for 
PCT/CHOO/00076, which was submitted with the filing of the present National Stage ^plication. 
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Applicants refer the Examiner to line 6 of the original Abstract, which recites an additional flap 
system (11). Therefore, Applicants argue "flap system" is fiiUy supported at least by the 
originally filed Abstract of the present application and that the pending claims contain subject 
matter supported and described in the originally filed application. 

For at least the foregoing reasons, Applicants have complied with the ^vritten description 
requirement. Moreover, the claims contain subject matter that was described in the specification 
as originally filed, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of this rejection. 



In siuiunary, Applicants submit that each of claims 8-13 and 16-21 are in condition for 
allowance. The Examiner is invited to contact Applicant's undersigned representative at the 
telephone number listed below, if the Examiner believes that doing so will expedite prosecution 
of this application. 



Summary; 



Respectfully submitted. 



MERCHANT & GOULD P,C. 
P,0, Box 2903 

Minneapolis, Minnesota ri5402-0903 
(612) 332-5300 
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Ver6ffientUcht 

Mit intemaiiomtlem Recherch-nbericht 



(54) Tide; METHOD AND DEVICE FOR THERMALLY TREATING FLOUR FOR HYGIENIC PURPaJES 

(54) Beaaichnuiig: VERpAHREN UND V0RRIC:HTUNG ZUR HYGIENISimiENDEN, THERMISCHEN UEHANDLUNO VON MBHL 
(57) Abstivct 

The invcndon mlates to a mediod and a device for ^lennaUy treating flour, 
especially middUn^, for hygienic pmposes. The device consists of modules 
which aic a first, heatable batcti mixer (4) witfi a pre-mounted depot (I), Said 
batch mixer is connected to a drier/cooler (8) via a lock-like Asp system (3). 
A second batch mixer (12) comprising a device (14) for adding additives and a 
discbai^c device Is mounned behind an addidonal flap system (1 1) that Is mounted 
behind the drier/cooler (8). 

(57) Zusammen&ssaDg 

Die Erfindung betri^ eln VerTahien und cine Vorrichtimg znr bygien- 
isierenden. diermiscben Behandlung von Mehl, [nEt>esandBre von Futtumehl. 
Die Vorrichtung besteht modulartlg aus elnem eisten. beheizhaien Batchmlscher 
(4) mic einem vorgelagCTtcn Depot (l), der flberein Bchleusenaitiges Klappensys- 
tem (3) mit elnem Trocknei/KUhler (&) verbunden ist, wobei diesem nach einem 
weiteren Klappensystem (11) dn iwelter Batchmlscher (12) mIt elner E'mrtch- 
tung (14) zur Zudosienin^ von Zusatzstoffcn sowie einer Austrasseinrlditung 
nachgeoidnet ist. 
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